CHURCH HILL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Lent 2021 - Small Group

FOCUS ON
the

most

important

things

in

our

Christian

life

Focus On
the Dream

WEEK 1
“Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the
people of his time, and he walked with God.”
(Genesis 6:9)

Genesis 6:9

WHO WAS NOAH IN GOD'S EYES?
Compared to Noah's life, how was the world described in the Bible? (Gen
6:12)
What can you do to walk with God and to be blameless among the people of
our time?

DREAM IS FREE BUT NOT FOR EVERYONE.

Proverbs 29:18 (KJV)

Who can hear and see God's vision and dream?
How is our daily life related to God's dream?

WHAT IS YOUR DREAM GIVEN BY GOD?

Genesis 6:14

For family? For the church? For your personal life? For the world?

GO THROUGH THE PROCESS OF OBEDIENCE!

Genesis 6:15-22

Noah obeyed every detail about the ark that God commanded.
Moses obeyed God when building the Tabernacle. David obeyed God
when building the Temple.
How can we obey God in working towards the dream?

NEVER GIVE UP THE DREAM! WHY?

Genesis 7:9

Was Noah able to bring into the ark two of all living creatures by himself?
(Genesis 6:19)
Who completed Noah's dream? (Genesis 7:9)
What are some things that hinder you from focusing on the dream?

CLOSING PRAYER

What is your prayer request?
We will pray for one another as one church!

Matthew 18:20

Focus On
the Promise

WEEK 2
"“As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall
be the ancestor of a multitude of nations."
(Genesis 17:4)

WHEN WE DON'T DESERVE IT!

Joshua 24:2

Who did Abraham and his family worship before?
How did Abraham receive the promise of becoming the Father of Nations even
though he was undeserving?
What is something that you received from God even though you didn't deserve it?

IS THE PROMISE A GIFT OR A REWARD?

Acts 15:1

How did circumcision make Jews understand the promise as a reward?
When we make the promise our posession, it is no longer a gift.

THE COPYRIGHT BELONGS TO GOD.
What would our attitude look like when we admit that our life belongs to
God?
What did the early church say about circumcision for the Gentile Christians?

THE PROMISE WON'T END, IT WILL BE COMPLETED!

Romans 4:16

Genesis 19-20

How long did Abraham wait for his son Isaac?
What difficult situations did Abraham endure until the promise was
completed?
What do you focus on when things get difficult?

EVEN DEATH CANNOT END GOD'S PROMISE TOWARDS US
When Jesus' promise seems to have ended by his death, what did his disciples
do?
What can we learn from Jesus' resurrection when we walk with God's promise?
When the promise seems to be failing, how can we stay in hope until it will be
completed?

CLOSING PRAYER

What is your prayer request?
We will pray for one another as one church!

Matthew 28:6

Focus On
God's Word

WEEK 3
“‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and
with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the
greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it:
‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’
(Matthew 22:37-39)

FIRST WRITTEN GOD'S WORD: THE TEN COMMANDMENTS

Exodus 20:3-17

The Ten Commandments are divided into two parts! What are they?
Loving God and Loving neighbors are the two core truths in God's word!
What was the biggest difference between the religions in Canaan and the God of
Israel?
What are the two greatest commandments that Jesus confirmed?

WHAT IS THE SABBATH FOR?

Jesus reminded the Pharisees of the purpose of Sabbath.
When religious people accused Jesus of going against God's word, what
did Jesus say?

Matthew 5:17

BETWEEN A MIRROR AND A METER
When the Pharisees did not consider the purpose of God's word, their religious
practice became a meter to judge others.
When we focus on God's word as a mirror, it reminds us of God's love.
Do you see anyone including yourself using God's word as a mirror or a meter?

JESUS' GREATEST COMMANDMENT FOR US!
What is the greatest commandment that Jesus gave us?
Being balanced between what we are saved from and what we are saved for.
How can you live out loving God and loving neighbors in your actual life?

CLOSING PRAYER
What is your prayer request?
We will pray for one another as one church!

John 13:34

Focus On
Praying

WEEK4
He said, “Abba, Father, for you all things are possible;
remove this cup from me; yet, not what I want, but what
you want.” (Mark 14:36)

Ephesians 4:15

IS YOUR PRAYER LIFE GROWING?
When you become a new creation in God, we need to grow more and more like
Christ in every way.
Our personalities, words, actions, and inner intentions should mature. How
about your prayers?

PRAYING BY INSTINCT?
Other religions and even non-religious people pray.
“Prayer is a human instinct to reach out for help based on a very general
and unfocused sense of God” (Prayer written by Tim Keller, P.45)

"HORMAH" THE PLACE WHERE OUR DESIRE IS IN
CONFLICT WITH GOD'S DESIRE

Numbers 14:45, 21:3

The Israelites passed by Hormah twice. What happened there?
When the desires of the Israelites was in conflict with God's desire, what did they do?
After spending 35 years in the wilderness, they did not grow in their prayer life.

"GETHSEMANE" THE PLACE WHERE WE SURRENDER TO GOD'S
Mark 14:32-36
Jesus was honest in praying. But his prayer ended with "“Yet, not what I want, but
WILL
what you want.”
Does your prayers reflect what happened in Horma or in Gethsemane?
Have you ever denied your self-desire for God's desire in your prayers?

CLOSING PRAYER
What is your prayer request?
We will pray for one another as one church!

Focus On
Victory

WEEK 5
But thank God! He gives us victory over sin and death
through our Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Corinthians 15:57 / NLT)

John 12:9

REMEMBER THE VICTORY THAT JESUS GAVE YOU IN THE PAST
According to scholars, the large crowd followed Jesus from Lazarus' house.
People were joyful when they remembered and witnessed what Jesus did for
them.
What did Jesus do for you during Lent and the pandemic?

REMEMBER THE VICTORY THAT JESUS WILL BRING IN THE FUTURE
The welcoming crowd left Jesus when he was caught by soldiers.
Why were they not able to be joyful when they saw Jesus entering into darkness?

LIFE IS NOT A CAVE, BUT A TUNNEL
Professor Ji-Sun Lee gave us insightful wisdom. She said
"Life is not a cave, but a tunnel."
Jesus' followers thought that Jesus was thrown away in a cave
without an exit. Jesus went alone through the time of
darkness.
Jesus believed the final victory overcoming death and he was
able to walk through the tunnel of Holy week.

LET US BE JOYFUL FOR THE FINAL VICTORY OF JESUS!

1 Corinthians 15:57

How can we be joyful while we still witness numerous difficulties and problems in our lives?
What is the final victory that Jesus will bring in your life?

CLOSING PRAYER
What is your prayer request?
We will pray for one another as one church!

